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sf BY CEDGED CLIGEs 


% 


Ta:the Honourable 7 _ Bz LOT 


' Eſa; High Sheritfe of tbe County of $2offord. 


Preach'd this Sermon by your 
appointment ; but was diſIp- 
pointed in my expectation. For 
Llook't for cenſure from thoſe 
thet beard it , but found it 


DVYL SJ : 
JIFASSS from thoſe that heard it not. 


' T read inthe book »fethe Reye-: 


lation of St. John, Chap. 4. V. 8.” of Fonr 
Beaſts,that bad Eyes within ; but we hewe need 
of Eyes without ;, when the Labours of 8 poor 
Miniſter (ſuch as they are) are ſcan d by bear- 
ſay. Upen this Account F have made it pyb- 
lique, and.bawe hardned my+ heart againſt: my 
underſtanding and conſeience of my own weak- 
neſſe. And that you may ſee Þ do nov-rely upon 
the ſtrength of its conſtitmtion, that it can live 
in ſpight, of the breath of Cenſurers, I crave the 
Poſſe Camitatus for it's prote&ion. That Ton, 
Sir, wilh be plead to defendit and me, wherein 
neither Iuor it have offended. i 

It was the adviſe of the Mother of Arte xcr- 

| -' & 


RES 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. - _ 
xes in Plutarch, © that they who would-aldreſſe 
themſelves to Great Perſons muſt uſe tua 
tvecirere fine fulken words. Herein, 1 confeſſe, I 
have miſt it , for the cloathing is rugged': But 
if the plainnieſſe of the dreſſe be all that makes it 
deſpis'd, "twill prove the more innocent. The 
 Adverſeries of it, I mean, "thoſe, that hawe 
ſpoken moſt againit it, are perſons to whom I 
wiſh all peace anal happineſſe : and I may in the 
fight of God with a good conſcience prote$t, that 
in theſe late times of Rebellion, I was from my 
beat grie&d to fee Men of no Religion make a 
prey of them, and their Eft ates for their Religi- 
011. Tet God forbid, that Roman Cathol:iques 
(as they call themſelves) ſhould juſftle in our 
ſtreets with Retarmed C atholiques ; and God 
forbid again, that we ſhould be reduc'd- to the 
condition of the Church :of God in the tinie of 
Nehemiah,ch.4.'v 17. with oxe hand working,” 
with the ather hand holding their weapons. I 
look upon the Proteſtant Religion as the-Palla« 
dium of Great Brittain,and hzs Secred Majeſty 
as the Keeper of it. For the preſervation of it 
tbrough Him, end Him in it, I fball truly and 
con$tantly pray, a4:d' inthis 1 know you will own 
Your Hearty Oratorand Poor Servant, 
EDWARD PoWELL. 
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The Danger of the Errors 0 f the Ku "3, | 


I — — 


EcCLEStAsrT. Ch. 10, V.$. 6.7. 


5: There is an evill, which. I bave ſeen. under the Sunne, 
as an-errror which proceedeth from the Ruler. +. 
6, Folly is ſet in great dignity, and the rich ſit in low 
| place. W.- 1. 8 voy 
7: Thaveſecen Servants upon Horſes, and Princes walking 
as Servants wpon. the earth. # = 


> —— —— ——— 


» 


dQ Ugo de Santo Vittore obſerveth, that King P 

Solomon had three Names. 1. Solomon hg- 

& S Kifying Peace; 2; Fedidieb (ignifying-Be- 

J ENGEL loved, | 3. Eccleſiaſtes fignifyinga Preacher. 

Þ #533 And according to; thele three: names- to 

SEIRNDOe have written three books. 1. As Solomon See Dr. 

to have written the book of the Proverbs, which are,,called Y rag #0 

the, Proverbs of Salomon, where,inthe peace ,of love he ins -— no 

ſiru&sthe pecplein vertue and holine(s. .2; As Fedidiah, 

the book of the Canticles, (which may yell be called the hook 

of tha-Beloved, wherein we haye the ſongs of the belowtd eo 

his and her beloved: } '3:! As Ecclefiaftes, the bogk of Ec- 

cleſia/iet, of the; Preacher; whtinihe preacheth the vanity of 

worldly. singd - But ;cead alloroh another, name, VIZ. 

Lemuell, Prov. 31. 1- perbaps a name, by\which his Mother - 

eall'd him, 'or which: happily his'Mother gaye him at his 

Circumcilion gorelſe þccording #0 the notation of it, j(ig- 

nifging tayght,by,God 3. according to which name perhaps 

he wrote xatrneth: Flibdry of the. Platts, from the Ceder | 

tothe Sbryb, Buvhis is but ednjeQture. To haſten there- _ . 

fore to my: Text as:neer as | can. +, & | ; 
. n 


PPE: 396 corp IN 
Pumps oy; he. 4 + 


Jer. 4.1 v9, 
20, 


* Fidelity and Allegiance, but rather that we ſhoiwld' make - 


- 
. 


: ſtr as appears by the Amtithelis) and Fo/{yradvanc'd. When 


Dog, = 7 
Lac't.in 
vita De. 
mer. 


cot  Chtittan poltcy t conctaine eyery loyal} 

ſoul wichin the Itmics of Duty, which if bad Rn x in 

aQice twenty* years fince and apwards, we ſhould. riot 
Love oy cape co complaine.. . 7 v4», 

0-my biWw#s," my\bowels} 4 ampained at my very. heart, 
becauſe thou baſt beard, O my ſoul, the voice of the Trumpet, 
the Alarme of Warre, deſtrutiron upon dejirutiion, the whole 
land is ſpoyled, 46 k PR, "+ 

The Itaca paſſio of civil wars had never rent the bowels 
of the Kingdome, nor ever ſuch a'Government heard of in 
England as a Stratocracy. | __ | 

The effe& of thoſe wordsis this, that no nnkindnefſe, 
diſpleaſure or injury ſhould tempr- us tothe breach of our 


uſe of our paſſive obedience, than toſet ſeyhigh rate upon 
eur opittions as to maintain them by oppoſing lawſulAutho- 
wity. Tf the ſpirit of the Ruler riſe up againit thee, leave not 
thy place'; that is; beſtil] a ſubje&, remic nothing of thy 
duty and ſervice; ' For ng pacifierh'gyeat offences. ver. 
the 4. "In*the'5, 6. and 7, veries of my Text, we. have an 
inſtafice of a particular grievance, may timesoffer'd, and 
among ingenious ſpirits ill refented ,- when wiſedome is 
kept under (for in relation to wilefome, this word Kich is 


then of deſert are promoted, and deſerts. are rewarded 
with diſgraces, mar 

the Grecion Oftr aciſme, and ſuch. was the Roman Profcrip- 
tion. | Such was the Guerdon- of Bell:zaris, - who for all his 
ſervice-to the Emperopr. had*his Eyespar out, nad -reduc'c 
co that extremity of poverty, thachelie by the tay. fide 


beoging' Date Obelrrr Bollizaria! 7» tt 
And thus Demetrits Phalering, ' that once had the Go- 
vertnment of Athexs, after Librar»- keeper to Ptolomy Philo 


delpbus, had his ſtatues of marble formgrly rays'd. $9 his 
honour by the 4rbenians, thrown down ro the p 


| ce Ven 
by tie fame men ; - which mW uſage hadno other ceply from: 


him than this. At rirtutew mean non everteruut; i | 
This is commonly aQted upcn the ſtage of the world. 
Solomon 


times with punthmenc. Such was. 


—— 


Solomon ob(crv'd it. There is a4» evill, which I have ſeen. 
That witlefſe, worthlefſe fooles find reſpe& and counte- 
nance, wiſe and well-deſerving labours draw cither ſcorn 


or jealouiie apt ens : 
So that in this we may beh©1d the blind world ſcatceting 


her doal at random; to ſome favour,to fome frownes. 'To 
wiſe men want, and wealth co fooles. For the better view 
| of which Acaxy or diforder as it is here proper inWny 
_ obſerve with me in-the words. theſe three circum- 
ances. 7 al | Cod 
i. The place where this diſorder is to be ſeen 4» 
evill which I have ſeen under the Sunne. 
2; The faiilt where it lies,or the cauſe from whence 
© it proceeds. It is an Error, which proceeds 
from the Ruler. | 
3- The diſorder it (elf, what it is: Folly ſet ' in 
great djgnity, and the rich ingreat place.” 
Thatevery Ataxy, all diſorderis an evill, Inced not, 1 


| weep time to prove. | , 
[-N mg of che place, where this evill is to be ſeen, ar” : 
Unger the Smane. £304 
| - Fhis is Solonoms wifual Phraſe ; A phraſe no where more | - 
| uſed than here wa Eccleftia/tes. : 4 
{ And there may be a two-fold reaſon alleag'd for the uſe | 
of t« 1+ To\denoce the quality of 'the things whereof he 
| ſpeaks: / 2 Todeclarechar largeextent; 
- 1. The'qualiry, that this his diſcourſe is onely about 
ſublunery effairs, noe heavenly matrers, of things under 
the Sunne not above tlie Sanne, | | 
| - 2; Their large exrent. Adiforder to. be ſeen not in one 
place ondly, -or-nnther anc climate, ' but. every where” Vn-. 
der. thee Saver 1. tn | 
| Ground we it upon the firſt reaſon, then this is the Ob- 
ſervation. 7 f | 
Above the Sunne: there is no ſuch evill; Hereafter when ,, bſ.x 
| we ſhall be exalted through grace and merey,,- we ſhall © ** 

| meet withao-ſuch Ataxyor Confulion; There is no fail- 

. © Ingofa Qhciftians hope, no diſappointment of a Chriſtians 
Faith. No; There our faith ſhall be curn'd into a manifeſt | 
he's viſion * 


4 The Davger of the Errorr of the Rulens. 
viſion of God.. 'Now we ſee through a glafſe darkly, then 
face to face. cds 
There our hope ſhall be turned into enjoyment. © They 
» Rev.7.16, ſhall hunger yo more, — any more, neither ſhall the 
17s Sunne light 'on them nor any bFat : for the Lamb which is in 
the midit of the throne ſhall feed them, and lead them unts 
living fountaines of waters, &c. There our impertfe& love 
ſhgþl be turn'd-into the perfeft love of God, love that ſhall 
1 Cor. 13- abide for ever. Prophecies fhall fail, and tongnes ſhall ceaſe, 
G. but charity never faileth, 

As none comes thither by deſert, ſo none ſhall be digni- 
fyed, that is of no deſert. Heaven a place more glorious 
then the Sunne, much more ſpacious then the proſpe@ of 
the Sunne,admits of no -przpoſterous placing, Ns uncleane 

Rev.21, thing ſhall enter therein Baſe wretched, faichlefſe crea- 
27. tures ſhall be excluded thence. They who fear God, that 
arerich in ſpiritnall wiſdome, ſervants of righteouſneſle, 
that have forſaken all ro follow Chriſt, ſhall then and there 
not be deceived of their exp:Aation, nor-fruſtrated of their 
hopes, nor fore-ſtalled of their tappinefſe. They who fol- 
low Chriſt here in Troubles , ſhall there fit wich him on 
Dan.12-3. Thrones: They ſhall ſhine as the brightneſſe of the Firma - 
ment, and glitter as the jtarrs. Such honour have all his 
Saints. It 
Who would not then contemne this world in reſpe& of 
Heaven? who would: not rather hve above-? Hear what 
Africans an Heathen.could tell Scipio in his dream. © 7; 
vivunt, qui e corporum ergaſiulis tanquam e carcere evolaye- 
runt, veſtra vero que Aicitur vita, Mors eft. While we live 
here we ſhall ſee many vanitics, hear many follres, taſte of 
many ſorrowes, aud have experience of many miferics. Bug 
when we ſhall be above the Sunne, we ſhall be-like chic Hill 
Olympus above wind and weather.” 5417 2 7 bb RF 
Yet while-we do live here under the Sunne,-'we muſt 
poſſeſſe our ſoules with patience, Fret #ot thy ſelf becauſe of 
** evill doers, Bee 1 600 OO nuhcnt tl «0 f{r..4 27 
Do others riſe and thoufall.?-arezothers promoted und 
thou ſill jn filenc obſcurity ?' Alas! theſe are ſublunary 
changes, worldly changes. 


” Nay 


The Danger of the Erroriof the Rilers, s 

Nay in our ſpiritual ſtate, when we have done ell' we 
cars here we ſhall have many gloamy dayes, many fearcs, 
many diſtra&tions of Conſcienee, \that-vur God: is not yee 
reconciled fully to us. | The ſpiritnal. Sunne izbut tinlfe .. 
fac'&in our Horizon, for our happinefſe here is onely in 
fieri and notinfaffo eſſe. We are ftill under the Hammer, 
As'well the temper as chediſtemper of allchings here below 
conſiſts.in contrarietees; i ns > 5 hind rn Ig ts 

As weground itupon the ſecond reaſon of the Phraſe, 
for the large extent, then the Obſervation is this, 

Deierts: unrew-rded are every where | common inthe (4, 
praciſe of this world, When Mordecay' had ſerved the 
King to the ſaving of his life, the-queſtion was acked,what \,,q ; 
honour had beendone to-Mordecay: for this ; - his {ervants ; 
anlwer'd, nothing is done for him. Foeab complain'd-of it 
before among the Fewes, Triſmegitvs among the Mg: pti- 
ans, Ariitides among the Athenians, Scipio among the K o= 
mans, and how many thouland diſcontented perſons are 
amongſt us? But haſten from the placewhere; to the pec- 
ſon from- whence, - It proceeds from the Ruler. 
| All Ataxyes, confuttons,diforders in-a ftate, ar: the pro- 05, 3. 
dats of the Error of the Ruler. 

Solomonaid it, ahd Se/omen found it. He ſaid it when 
hefoamd/ic.by-the experience of his own error in Govern- 
ment in his'latter ©time (for then 'tis conceiv'd he wrote 
this book) doubtleſie fore-ſeceing what he could not prez 
vent; the great and dangerous revolt, that would come co 
pals in the time of his fonne Rehobeam, *T was ſmartly 


(azd of him, if noc bucerly, ] 8-0 | j 
| a1 ; 6 30.1 RL. , 
Tantwm imgrnum marcuit cum Wwarnuruit ; ©manuet 
" Ut neſcis utrum mags wirere;' The, 
Senium: in mnfante an infaul tam in ſene. | 
| | ; | | 


| SPELLED OLE ASSES q ' 
And if Keboboarn when he cameito the Crown, had been 
as wiſe as. his Father 'at that Age, he might have difap- 
pointed Feroboams popularity, and have ſent hin back 
to AXgypt from: whence! = came, Bur the. a” + 
.C the 


6 The Danger of the Erorre of the Rulers. 
the Ruler is alwayes followed by the wiclkednefſe of the 


—_ If a Ruler bearken to lies, all bis Servants are 
wicked (a 


th Solomon himſelf. As the Houſe of Seu! grew 
weaker and weaker, fo theHouſe of David grew ſtronger & 
fironger, The errorsof Sayls Government caſting a beauty 
and luſtre upon David chough in diſtraftion and perſecutt- 
on ; ſothat Davids (hifes and evations -Jookt like victortcs, 
and the purſuits of Saul a diſorder'd march. ; And doubt. 
lefſe (if 1 may digrefſe (o farre) Our Serls that invaded 
this Government, had fo weakned the hands of all Loyall 
Subje&s, (oftrengchned cthemſclves by Allyes abroad and 
their numerous Forces at home, that, in che eye of humane 
judgement, they ſtood like a rock not to be puſhe at, and 
they might ſay (as perhaps they did) in our proſperity 
we ſhall never be moved ; had not the Tooſenefle and. vari- 
abl:nefſe of their Councels (the greateſt error in Govern- 
ment) made roum for our Royal! David to fit upon his 


Fathers Throne. 


Plal.75. 3. 


Hear what David himſelf ſaid, when he came to the 
Crown, and Szu/hed almoſt ruin'd the Kingdome. The 
Land is weak, and all the Inhabitants thereof are ſpoiled, 1 
bear uf the pillars thereof. 

Hence doubtleſſe was it that the Royall Scepter was 
banded from Family to Family after the reyolt from De» 
vid, til]. all Iſrae/l was led away into Captivity. Hence 
was it that the power and glory of the Aſſyriens was arreſt- 
ed by the valour of the Perſians, and the Perſians. could 
not keep what they had got, but through their Luxury 
made rendition of it to the Grecians, and the Grecians 
through their dividing and cantoning the Empire made 
way for the Roman name ta be eterniz'd to poſterity. And 
hence was it, that barbarous unletter'd Nations difſoly'd 
that learned Empire. And why the Gothes and Vandal: 
over-ran Germany, France, Itslz,the greateſt part of Europe, 
and the flouriſhing Churches of Africe ; 'twas an error 
that had it's riſe from the Rulers : For though as Selvien 


tells ys (wholiv'd in choſe times) the diſorders were Epi 
mica], yet they grew ſo for watit of reftraintin the Rulers. 


Inced 


The Danger of the Errors of the Euler, 7 
Lnecd not go fo farre to ſhew you the dire effefts, that 
have proceeded from the errors of Rulers ; our own Chro- 
nicles will furniſh us wich examples, as one of the Edwards, 
and one of the Richards. Sed in re tal: externa 
libentius quam domeſtica recordor. ,  ©*< 


© Yet ſure "was more horrible impicty for the Judge in 
© his Circuit co juſtifie the bloody butthering of his Ma jelly _ rings 
© of Blefſed Memory, by urging them for precedents (xota —_ 
© /aquor ) the Myrthering of which Princes, no impious Pen 
© was yet extant (o bold, that durſt maintaine or juſtike. 


Nay there is reaſon that the Rulers errors muſt needs 
produce theſe (ad effeAts. They are like the Planets above, 
according to their aſpets and influences ſo fares it with 
Creatures of all kinds here below. They are the Vena 
Parts that convey the life-blood of peace and order into all 
the Members ; nay they are the Originall of nerves, the 
fountaine of all the Animal ſpirits, that give ſtrength and 
motion. to, all the Limbes. Omnis nervorum paralyſis & 
capite. Nay this error is like the firſt mans, many times 
it leaves a univerſal.taint. And therefore the expiatory 
facrifices were greater for the ſifines of the Rulers in 
Church and State, thenfor thereft of the people. The 
finne of the Prieſt wasin the eftimate of God, asthe ſinne 
df the whole Congregation , and the offering for bis finne L 
Was & young Bullock without blemiſh. If the Ruler ſinned be © "gp 
Wes to offer a Kid of the Goates, « Male without bltmiſh. If , 6 
an ordinary man offended, '« Female ſerv'd the turn. Whes v.32. 
ther it were of Goats #7 of Lambs. | 

Andnow (beloved) as the confideration of the excel- 
lency of the glory prepared for the Saints to all eternity, 
made the Apoſtle Pay/to uſe that Metaphor Bdges 73s Dif ne. 
Q the weight of Glory ! : FH 

Sathe confideration of the Anzietiesthe Cars and Fears, 
Jealoyſies and Dangers, which attend upon the dignity of 
the Rulers, may well bring meto che fame Metaphor, to 
cry out Sdges vis T1435, O the weight of humane heigth and 


hanour. The 


2 Cor. 4+ b 
I 7. 
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Prov.25. 
28, 


Pro. 21.1. 


The Rulers are indeed like heavenly bodies, they have 
mich veneration bur lictie relt. | 

- Nay the Ruler is'a 'Kingdome himfelf;and he is his own 
Subjic&, ro rule his Aﬀtions, his Aﬀe&ions, his Words, his 
Thoughts, they are the peo; fe, which inhabie him. And 
then hear Solow on again, FHethat bath no rule over his own 


. ſpirit, 1s like a City without walls, And then in.relacion to 


ochers. What providing for without, what providing for 
within | 
Vt inſidiis nil liceat, nil pateatdolis 


Providing againſt thoſe without, for and againſt thoſe 
WI ain. EI7—y 

i. Providing for, taking care for all degrees of people. 
The Kings heart 1s as the Rivers of waters. Incheirover< 
tiowing what good to the grounds, ſometimes what danger ? 

Sometimes providing againſt 'thoſe within, even thoſe 
whom they have rais'd. TRIS: 

Nay 'ewill berequitite ſometimes to provide againſt the 
Holy Order, that they riſe noc too high to the checking of 
the civil power. It could not be but a great errorin Fo 


Sce Dr. ſtinian, when he had ſummoned the Fifth General council 


Cracan 
thorp up- 
on the 
Council. 


at Conſtanſtineple for theſ(appreſſion of the Neſtorian Herelie, 
to ſuffer Pope Viglius inthe (ame Cicy at the ſame time 
with an Aſſembly of his own to brave ic with the Emperia] 
Convocation. In our own Kingdome Avſelmur and The- 
mas Becket both Arch biſhops 'of Canterbury, with their 
Crolier ftaves, did almoſt try it with the Kings ſword, and 
yer they hadto do with font and hanghty Kings 3 namely, 
Billam Rufus. Henry the Firſt” and' Henry the Second. \ It 
were -more 'then the buſineſſe 'bf a Sermon, to recount 
thoſe Diforders and*Confuſjons, ' which ranne through all 
Chriſtendome through the errors of the Rulers in permit+- 
ting the Sea of Rome to tread upon the'Neck of eivill Au- 
thority. ' Here the folly (which'So/ower ſpeaks of ) might 
have been conſpicuons; nay as if ithad been a divine vi- 
fiory of the future Tyranny of the Popes. 'I have ſeer ſer- * 
vants upon Horſes, and Princes walkgng #1 ſervants upon the 

Earth. « And 


The Dawger of the Error: of the Rulers. 9 
And who knows not how a blaſt from the Scotch Horn 
has ſhaken the Crownes of England and Scotland, 
Providing againſt men ofthe Holy Order, eſpecially a- 
gainſt ſuch ſpirits, as dare Print and Publiſh ſuch a” Theſis 
as this. 7 
« If a people that by Oath and Duty are obliged to a 
&« Soveraigne, fhall lintully diſpoſſelſe him, and contrary 
© to their Covenant, chooſe and Tovenant with Another, 
«© they may be obliged by their latter Covenant nowwith = 
© ſtanding their former. | | 
Videtis ſub hoc uno cespite quod latent colubri. 


But he was overthrown by the Learned Biſhop of IFor- 

ceſter,as David over: hrew the Aſſyrians in the valley of Salt. 
Stultitiam emmoderati ſaporss detegens & extinguens. 2 Sam.s. 
13. 

And a« providing againſt. ſo alſo providing for the H ly 
Order, that it benoc k:pr too Tow, left God depart from 
betwe nthe Chernbins,and fo come down tothe 1-ht e hold, * 
and then fly away into the Mountaines. 

I know their are Hanuns, that would curtayle and ſhave 
the Meſſengers of God even to their ſham?, The Church is 
called Gods Fusbandry, and there are Lay-patrons, that 
would make 5% @43 ytepyss Gods Husbandmen worſe then 
their owri. Bur this 1» not the Error of our Gracious Ru- 
ler, wiinefſe his Royal Letter full of Grace and Love to the 
poor Miniſtry. I pray Go@it be not the error of Clergy 
Rulers. * «- 

Well, thus ye ſee the Pin of Government muſt neither be 
wound up too High, nor Jet down too Low; and thenchat 
»which makes the Cdgos 71s Tis, | he people that underſtand 
only the noiſe will cenfure the Art and Mulick of Govern- 
ment. | 
If the errors of the Rulers be ſo darigerons, their caF ings 
ſo weighty 3 O what prayers and ſupplieations ſhou'd. be 
put up co Almighty God, eſpecially for thote that are un 
Authorit'. This 1s the great duty rhat lies upon the Stb- 
j.&. -Lecus look toit, If the ſpirit of error ſhould fall 

D - upon 
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the Ruler (quod avertat Deus Opt. Max.) pledentur Achivi. 
The !eaſt (werving from the line or track of Julti:ein Go- 
vernment,will fall heavy upon the Governed. 

O then for our own ſakes we (hould be conſtant in our 
duty of praying for them,not making tumulcuary addrefles 
to them with ſedirious petitions upon the heads of Pikes, 
Farre from.the cuſtome of the Perſians in Xenophon , who 
when they came into the preſence of their King, plucke 
their hands into their ſleeves: no, praying for them-; while 
their hands are buſie for you, ler your hearts be buſie for 
them with the Lord God, eſpecially at this time of their 
great and weighty conſultations for the ſercling the Church 
and State. See what reaſon. | 

1, The Churches Enemies, and (o the Kingdomes are 
numerous, aad powerfull, if there were opportunity. 

Milian was two hardfor Iſrael, Numb. 25; 13: nay they 
out-witted them; They vexc them with their wiles. 

2. They are wealthy, and not only of their own, but 
what they have got from others inthe turn of State. 


—— TFnibys una Puiriten 
Vertigo facit, ———- - 


3. In diligence very attive. While the good man ſleeps 
they ſow Tares. Very munch and very ſtrongly united in 
their deſignes, as if they were all ated by one ſpiric, and 
that workes ſtrongly in the Sennes of Rebellion. Let us 
pray theongthat they be not I1ke the Sonnes of Zerviah, tos 
hard for David. 

An error, which proceeds fromthe Ruler. Rulers have 
their errors, and good Rnlers too. |1beſeech you that are 
Rulers of cur County, that ye ſuffer the reflexion upon 
theſe grounds, 

1, it will make you more carefull.. 2. More khnmble. 
3- More merciful, 

1. More careful in corre&ing your own errors, and in 
ſuppreſſing the errors of the Rulers under you. Though 
Afe did that which was right in the fight of the Lord, yec 

ky he 
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he had'a diſeaſe in hisfeet. The ftreame of Juſtice rann: 
without obſtruction through the - higher Courts , while in 
the mean cime the Jower petty Courts may like a-Stagu: 94 
contra a ſitas , a filch which may ſtink in the-noſtrils cf 
all good men: where the petrt poor treſpaſſes of tran(\- 
gretfors inrich and ſwell up the purſes of covetous Officers. 
Lee me deſcribe many of them in Scripture language. They 
give their mouths to evil, and their tongu: frames deceit. 


Thi y frame miſchief by a Law. 4 
Among my people are found. wicked men , they lay wait er.5.25, 


4s he that ſetteth ſnares, they ſet a trap, they catch mes. 

2: As it will make ye more carefull in reſpe& of your 
ſelves and others, ſo again it will make ye more humble 
in. your ſelves ; for it will teach ye not to over-rate your 
own excellencies. When ye read of Ceiue murther, Seua- 
cheribs blaſphemy , Zudas his not to be paraleld treaſon, 
and the fearfull Apoltacy of Fulian ; when ye hear (as ye 
cannot chooſe but hear every day) (fo ſad is the condition 
of England) thoſe horrid murthers, both roberies, treaſons 
perjuries, va 9 rny and other horrid fins commirted, 
then by this refle&tion ye will blels God for his preventing 
grace : for you alſo. have the ſame root, from whence 
ſpring all theſe impierties. 

3- Asthis refleQtion will make ye more humble m your 
ſelves, ſo it will make ye more merciful co others. Cer- 
tainly this made Them in ancient times never to give Sear 
tence niſi privs obduttrs velzs,till they had drawn agcurtain 
between themſelves and the Priſoner. 

This.xefleHion will tell ye,. that che Priſoner is of che 
ſame natnre with vou, that the ſoul coſt equal price,cqually 
capable of eternal happineſſe to through mercy in Chrilt. , 
— And therefore *tis a ſad thing to ſee a Judge in the 
gravity of his (miles tothrow (corn upon the Priloner at the 
Bar, and inſtead of gently reproving, bicterly tw taunc 
the Malefaftor, ; 

Well yer ſomething remains, that I ſhould lay down 
rules, give direCtions for the avoiding of theſe errors, 
which 1 ſhall neither fetch out of Tacitus nor Fol) L144, _ 
c 
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lefſe out of Machievi! ; 1 ſhall onely therefore humbly ad- 
viſe ye, that ye apply your ſelves and all your Afions to 
that rule, where there is no obliquity z,and chat rule is the 
ſacred #ord of God. zh 

Letthat holy and happy Ruler David be your Example 
ſtudy him, read him in the 101 Pſalm, what excellent di- 
reQions he lays down for all Rulers. I will ſing of merey 
and judgenent, unts thee 0 Lord wil Iſing, ver. 1. Indeed 
rhe-whole Pſalme is nothing elſe, but a Judges Direttory. 
Read him ia the 119 Plalm, .and ſee, if he do nor make the 
Word of God his Rnle, *Tis a long Plalme yer chere 
arefew nay very few Verſes ina Ithat Plalm where God's 
Commandments, Judgements, Statutes, Ordinances. or 
ſomething equivalent.are noc mention'd : wich mott paſſio- 
nateghappy tautologres hig tangue ſtaves,dw.lls wpon chem, 
aSif he were afraid of an untimely lofſe. * 

Mountains and Vallies cauſe ſome_unevenneſſc in the 
Earth, yet in reſpeCt of the Univerſe, they make but one 
pl.in and even Globe. So this Wite Ruler knew that he 
was plac'd above others, yer he alſo knew, that he was e- 
qually ſubjc& in reſpeft of God. | 

Sure our Royal and Hol: David, that was ſo barba- 
rouſl:, ſo bloodily taken from us, ke pt his eye tteady upon 
this Rule, thac he had read, that he hai ſtu-lied David, etpe- 
cially in his book of Fſalms, let his *L1zdr ammi bear 
wicnelſe, | 
But bchold a greater than David. I.ct me propoſe the 

3 xpi53s to you for an Example, who took not upon him 
onely the honour: of. ruling his people but.-the work 

alſo. | a | 
. 4 So *cwas prophecyed of him; The Government ſhall be 

Eſay 9.6, upon bis ſhoulders. 
And fo the ſame Prophet _— many hundred years 
Tay 46 before, foretold what -he ſhould \doe. T have-i/aborr'd in 
Y 354 /2in, T bave ſpent my [trength for nought, aud in-vain ; yet 
ſurely my judgement is with the Lord: : 

\ The word tignities cum anbelatione & defatigatione labo= 
rare, "Exoriaca lay the Septuaegint, that is, 1 have Jaboured 
with wearinels, . The 
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The ſecond word fignifies as iF the radical moiftare were 
dried up and ſpent. | 

According to him that was the type. My ſtrength is dried of. 22.15, 
up hike a potſheard. | | 

ous ye ſce Fudici non tantum commiſſa eff Poteſtas ſed cic. 
Fiaes. 

And while I preſſe the Word of God to be your Rule, 1 
cannot but take notice of thoſe, that walk contrary and a- 
gainſt this Rule ; Inſomuch, that ic looks rather like the 
delign,of providence than convenience, that this Town is 
made the Seat of juſtice, where ſo many with open face 
walk obnoxiqus to the Lawes of God and the King. 

Sure our diffenting Brethren will leave rayling againſt 
Proteſtant Biſhops, when they ſee the Popes intereſt carried 
on, ina place that 13 alinoſt in the middle of a County,and 
almoſkin the middle of a Kingdom. 

There are of that Religion, whom I muſt never ſpeak of 
but with bonourable mention for their eminent and never 
to be forgotten ſervice in the preſervation of his Majeſty. 

And | am moſt confident, that the modeſty of thoſe Gen- 
tlemen will not give-them leave to ſcandalize that Perſon 
whom they endeavoured to preſerve with the hazard of 
their lives and fortunes. 

But there are more Recuſants than Papiſts, that abſent 
themſelves from our , Congregations , preferring 
condriacal devotion before grave and well tem&d 
prayeis | 

Theſe begin to murmure as Iſrael in their Tents, faying, 
becauſe the Lord hated ws, be hath brought us forth out of - 
gy pt to deliver ws into the bands of the Amorites, So T hey: 
God: has reſtor'd us our King, our Lawes and Liberrics, 
and deliver'd ns from Anarchy to deliver us -up into the 
hands. of Papiſts. 

] am afraid the praftiſe uf the former helps on to the 
grumbling of the latter, 

Though the publique Service and Ceremonies be the 


grand Pretext, Men will be Jovers of themlelyes to the 
E worlds 
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worlds end; and conſequently of their 'own opimions : 
but the Law is made for a Curb to fancy, and to keep di- 
ſtemper'd ſpitits. within the hedge. of obedience. 

And while I go on to preſſe you to the obſlervance' of the 
Sacred Rule as your Ruſe, let me'beg that the Day of Pub- 
lique Worſhip may have more publique honour, that there 
may not be ſuch trave!ling up and down that day upon 
needlefſc,and i fear to much upon finful occafions; that 
the bel's of Pack: horſes 'may not be louder than thoſe of the 
Churches. *Tis a fad Sabbath when the beaſts may not 
ret from Labour, nor their Mafters from fin. 

[| donot argue for a Chriſtian Sabbath from Jewiſh Prin- 
ciples ; but if ic be 5uige xvprand the Lords Dayyletir be kept 
Holy to the Lord. 

' [was a good and wholeſome A& (with ſubmiſſion ler 
me ſpeak ir) to prohibit Arreſts on that Day, that men 
might not be haled to Priſon on that Day, when their Sa- 
viour aroſe from the Priſon of the Grave, and gave plenary 

ſatisfa&ion for the Debts of mankind to God the Father. 

- I know *twas an at made in the time of Rebellion, yet 
if it be a good one, let us keep it as we doe. the Lands they 
got for us beyond See. The As of Richard the Third, A 
Protedor and an UVſurper, the Greateſt but One, were good 
and are obſerv'd; and though my Lord Bacon in his Henry 
—_— tells us, ſuch Good Lawes are but the brokage 
ofMurpacion ; ye ſeeing God hath reſtor'd us the Princi- 
pal, Our King, let us not loſe the Ulſe and Intereſt. 


There are many other things, which I might couch upon, 
as The jewry, that ſome one more crafty than the reſt 
mighc not lead his fellows, and ſo They like Sheep,go Qu4 
itur 161 qua eundum, following their Fore-man, aad never 
obſerving what the Evidence points at, ordire&s co. But 
this is extra ſpheram, 


May the word of God be your Rale according to 
which you may walk, and the Spirit of God your Guide 
. fo 
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to enable you to walk, according to that Rule ; and 
then Te will not be Anueficu as Homer terms 
thew, nor Jogyedy: as Hefiod ; but it will be according 
to- the Orator. 


Patrocinium Ang/ie potius 
quam Imperium. 


